
46 Wednesday November 22, 2017 www.tuamherald.ie

Country Crossroads
by Tom Gilmore

Tom goes back to the 
70s for a real-life 
story from Cloonfad

Do you have a gig or music event 
that you would like to see on  

these pages, plese contact Tom at   
tom@tuamherald.ie
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ARTS AND  ENTERTAINMENT

ON his way home from playing at a 
dance in Claremorris, singer Dermot 
Hegarty once stopped off at a pub 

in the Galway-Roscommon border village of 
Cloonfad and he bought it for €14,000.

It might not happen like that today – or 
tonight either – but that was back when 
Dermot had Ireland’s biggest selling song of 
the early 70s titled Twenty One Years.

Now as he celebrates 50 years in 
showbusiness, most of it spent overseas, or 
else on the high seas, the affable Dermot was 
pleased to tell the tale for the first time after 
his recent star performance at the Michael 
Commins Music Sessions in Salthill.

“I always wanted to be a publican and 
when I saw this pub named The Three 
Counties in Cloonfad advertised for sale 
I was interested. As we were playing for 
promoter Seamus Gallagher in Claremorris 
Town Hall I decided to call to the pub on our 
way to the dance.

“I met the owner, Sean Kilraine, and told 
him I was interested in buying his pub. So 
we agreed to call back on my way home 
from the dance in Claremorris. Sean put up 
the tea and sandwiches, and after a lot of gin 
and tonics, I bought the pub for €16,000,” 
says Dermot.

“When I awoke the next day I said to 
myself, oh Christ! have I really bought a pub? 
Then I had to ring my brother in England 
and he agreed to come home and manage 
it.”

While Dermot’s first number one was 21 
years, and stayed in the Irish charts for 39 
weeks, his most controversial number one 
was 19 Men. It was rush released a few years 
after he purchased the Three Counties Bar. 
The story of how he wrote it is even more 
hilarious.

Dermot and the band were on their way to 
a dance in Kilkee, Co. Clare when they came 
upon roadblocks manned by the army and 
the Gardai in Portlaoise.

“None of them would tell us was 
happening and they just kept moving us 

Singer bought pub going 
home from Claremorris dance

on. But when I saw an old Sergeant whom I 
knew in Mountmellick he told me there had 
been an escape from Portlaoise Prison and 
19 IRA prisoners had blown a hole in the wall 
and got away.

“As we travelled on in our Toyota van I was 
inspired to write the words of the song and 
it was finished when we arrived in Kilkee. 
We sang it that night, not just once, but five 
times.”

He phoned Mick Clerkin, the MD of Release 
Records, who told him to drive to Dublin 
after the dance — Dermot recorded 19 Men 
the next morning, which was a Monday.

“It was in the shops by Wednesday and 
was played, for 14 seconds, on Larry Gogan’s 
new releases programme on RTE Radio 
on Friday evening. The producer stopped 
it as it would have breached Section 31 of 
the Broadcasting Act at the time. The story 
about the banning of the record made Page 
3 of the Evening Herald the next day and by 
the following Wednesday it was at number 
one,” he says.

“I still owned the Three Counties Pub when 
the 19 Men song was topping the charts in 
1974, and ten days after its release, I was 
playing there. The crowds that came to the 
pub that night caused the biggest traffic jam 
ever Cloonfad — you couldn’t get near the 

place,” he added.
“Some time later I met a man in Liverpool 

who said he wanted to buy the Three 
Counties Pub. I replied that as 21 was a 
lucky number in my life he could buy it for 
€21,000 and the deal was done and dusted 
in The Irish Club in Liverpool.”

The singer says he had gone to live in 
England for financial and family reasons.

“When I moved to England I had children 
in private schools here but the money was 
not good on the Irish music scene then. So 
I decided to work the scene in the UK and 
educate them there in private schools which 
I’m so delighted I did.”

He also did a stint in Las Vegas as well as 
touring frequently in other parts of the US 
and in Canada. Dermot is a popular singer 
on the Enjoy Travel luxury cruise ships’ 
voyages on oceans all over the world.

Now for his 50th anniversary in 
showbusiness he has a double DVD and CD 
released titled Memories. The opening track, 
Longford Days and Longed for Nights, has 
suddenly given him a surprise hit on local 
radio here after Michael Commins on Mid-

West in Mayo was the first to play it.
It was written by one of Dermot’s band 

members Cliff Austin who says “it’s a play on 
words”.

“You can merge the words Longford Days 
and Longed for Nights together and they 
sound the same. But if you stretch out the 
last words a little the listener should get the 
twist in the title.

“Dermot told me that as a boy he would 
listen to the showband music in a hall across 
the street in Longford. That gave me the idea 
for this song from the music from Dermot’s 
childhood, which he has been playing 
for most of his life, and it seems to go on 
forever,” says Cliff.

After 50 years on the music scene Dermot 
also seems to want to go on forever as he 
says he “doesn’t do retirement”.

“What would I do if I retired, I’d miss the 
buzz of it all,” he concluded.

RUSSIA is noted for its severe swirling 
snowstorms, but if the old song Danny Boy 
is a favourite of yours, you might stand, even 
in a Soviet snowstorm, listening to Russian-
born Irish farmer’s wife Larissa Tormey sing 
it – in English and in Russian.

“I am married to a farmer and we also have 
a butcher shop in Tullamore. I am helping to 
do the paperwork side of both businesses.

“In Russia I was a well known singer-
songwriter in contemporary pop style – like 
Celine Dion. I never heard about Country 
music there and only fell in love with it here 
in Ireland as well as with Irish people and 
your beautiful country. 

I hope to tour around Ireland and possibly 
in UK after release of my new album,” says 
Larissa.

She is half way through recording her 
debut album with top UK producer Peter 
Ware who has produced albums for Charlie 
Landsborough, Dominic Kirwan and Mary 
Duff.

Larissa recently appeared on the RTE TV 
shows Nationwide and Today with Maura 
and Daithi. She has a crystal clear singing 
voice and moves with ease from English 
to Russian on the single Danny Boy with 
all proceeds from it going towards the 
restoration of Killbeggan Parish Church.

This unusual version of Danny Boy is 
available to download on iTunes and 
Amazon and judging by this performance 
Larissa Tormey is a singer you could stand 
in the snow listening to – either in Ireland or 
Russia!

Larissa’s Danny Boy 
is a snowy delight

Larissa Tormey. PHOTO: PHILIP DOYLE

VETERAN singing star 
Dermot Hegarty with his 
grandchildren Hannah (11) 
and Drew (7) from Perth, 
Scotland at the Salthill 
Music Sessions.


